			

				HALE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of Hale Parish Council Meeting held at 7.45 pm on Tuesday 7 November 2017 in Hale Village Hall, Hatchet Green, Hale


Present: 
Cllr Lucas – Chairman, Cllrs Aitken-Sykes, Harrington, Hartas, Mangan and Templeton

In attendance:
Ms S Plumb – Clerk
County/District Cllr Heron
Sharon Barnett – Neighbourhood Watch coordinator
1 member of the public 

1 To receive Apologies for Absence – none.  

2 To receive Declarations of Interest – none.

3 To consider and approve the Minutes of  Hale Parish Council Meeting held on 10 October 2017 – the Minutes were approved by all and signed by the Chairman

4 To receive any matters raised by members of the public – none.

5 To receive a report from the Tree Warden – the Tree Warden confirmed before the meeting nothing to report.

6 To receive a report from Sharon Barnett – Neighbourhood Watch – Mrs Barnett provided a written report on her role as the main Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator for Hale.  This embraces a wide variety of tasks carried out by email, telephone, at meetings and includes writing articles.  She communicates with many external agencies and has good working relationships with them.  Her work with residents includes helping with concerns about scams, pressure selling, local issues in the Forest, reports of crimes and general support for those who are vulnerable to potential crimes.  She assisted in the follow up to the burglaries on Ladys Mile and understands that some residents are installing private CCTV on their property.  County/District Cllr Heron confirmed he had been in contact with the residents and is happy to offer further assistance if needed. Mrs Barnett also provides a welcome pack to new residents.  At the request of Cllr Mangan Mrs Barnett will pass on statistical information generated by the police regarding crimes in the area.   Cllr Lucas thanked Mrs Barnett for all her hard work on behalf of the village, which is much appreciated.

Mrs Barnett left the meeting 7.40pm

7 To approve the memorial to Winfred Anne Manlove – Cllrs considered the proposed memorial to Mrs Manlove, which falls within the regulations.  The Clerk advised that the grave plot has yet to be levelled.  Cllr Lucas proposed and it was seconded by Cllr Harrington and therefore RESOVLED: that the memorial to Mrs Manlove be approved in the form of the application dated 26 October 2017 and the family be asked to arrange for the grave plot to be levelled.  All agreed.

8 To consider a grant application from Citizens Advice New Forest – this is an important service. Whilst there is a limited weekly presence in Fordingbridge much of the work is telephone based. County/District Cllr Heron confirmed some funding is provided by New Forest District Council but so far as he is aware no funding is received from the national organisation.  Members are mindful of the terms of the Grant Awarding Policy relating to national organisations and organisations from outside the parish.  There is no definitive information on the use of the service by the residents of Hale. Cllrs are mindful that there is only £50 remaining in the grant awarding budget.  Cllr Lucas proposed and it was seconded by Cllr Mangan and therefore RESOVLED: to decline the application on this occasion for lack of direct local connection.  The application could be reconsidered at year end if funds remain and more information is provided by the applicant.  All agreed.

9 To receive an update on responses to the Parish Plan Questionnaire – the member of the public present noted that while information confirming the number of surveys sent out and returned is on the summary leaflet distributed with the magazine, it needs to be added to the information on the website.  This will be done.  Cllr Lucas confirmed an exhibition will be held in the hall on 21 January 2018 showing the data returned in the questionnaires and with an update on the progress made on the projects undertaken as a result of the survey being the Hatchet Green Regeneration Project, (verge protection, car park repairs and cemetery improvements).  Smaller projects include work to the benches, notice boards and an improved/new website.  These costs will be reflected in the 18/19 budget.  It is hoped to fund some of the work through fund raising and external grants.  Consideration also will be given to raising the precept, which may also need to provide for possible increase in tasks previously carried out at County level – see item 11 below

10 To receive an update on the Hatchet Green Regeneration project and determine the next steps for the following:
· verge protection – north of the Green and near the School – the Clerk has spoken to the Lengthsman who will cut the hedges to the north of the Green on his next visit.  He cannot install the dragons teeth and the Clerk will approach a contractor who installs posts for the Forestry Commission.  The bench is concreted in.  The Clerk will contact a parishioner with a digger to seek help moving this.  Following the work to the car park the Clerk has prepared a note to go from the school to the parents asking them not to park on the verge, but to use the car park and explaining how the children will be involved in the verge protection work.
· Temporary car park repairs – with the help of several volunteers the potholes in the car park have been filled.  There is spare gravel to fill any further holes that may appear over the winter.  HPC would like to thank all those who gave up their Sunday morning to help.  The approximate cost of the repair is £450. Details to be finalised once all invoices are received.
· Permanent car park repairs
The Clerk and Cllr Aitken-Sykes will meet with Mrs Downard and Mr Hollinghurst to discuss this further.  It has not been possible to arrange this meeting in October.
· Cemetery improvements
The Lengthsman has cut down the dead tree.  The Clerk will arrange for the stump to be removed so that re planting the flower bed can take place.  The stake supporting the tap has also been replaced.

11 To receive a report from County/District Councillor Heron – Hants County Council is working on plans to save £140million from the budget by 2019/20.  Of that sum £40m is saving and £100m is monies that will be put into adult social care.  Many services will be unaffected but as part of the savings Town and Parish Councils will be asked to take over some tasks currently carried out by County. There is a £0.5m budget to pilot this project.  The Lengthsman scheme will be retained and possibly enhanced.  County and District Councils are moving towards a more sustainable way of working with greater community involvement.

12 To receive the Clerk’s report –
Cemetery:
Maintenance - Cutting Edge has carried out the last cut of the cemetery grass.  As there is only one cut in October the grass was very long and involved taking additional cuttings away, an extra £25 – total £105.
Lengthsman
The Lengthsman attended on 23 October. He has removed the tree in the cemetery, but not the stump, and fixed the post to which the tap is attached.  
Dragons teeth near the Forest Road cattle grid
The Clerk is awaiting confirmation as to whether Hampshire County Council has highways rights over the land with the dragons teeth on it. 

13 Correspondence  - 
30.10.17 – Godshill Parish Council – re 28 day camp sites – The Clerk has spoken to Bev Cornish, Clerk to Godshill Parish Council.  Godshill has 7 such camp sites opening in the summer which can cause some problems in the area.  They are looking to find out if other parishes have similar problems.  While Hale has one 28 day camp site there have been no issues arising from it this summer.

14 To consider any matter referred by the Planning Committee – none

The member of the public left the meeting – 8.50pm

15 To receive a report from Councillors on meetings attended – 
Cllr Harrington – NW Quadrant meeting – The 28 day campsites were discussed – see 13 above. Parishes were asked if they wished to contribute to the cost of a seasonal NFNPA Ranger.  Members consider that as Hale does not have a large tourist population there is little to benefit the village from a seasonal Ranger.  The revised Local Plan Review will be available for public consultation next year.
Cllr Mangan – Hale Village Hall Committee – the new organisation for ownership of the hall has been finalised and Cllr Mangan will be signing the Deed as a trustee on behalf of the Parish Council at the next hall committee meeting.

16 To consider and approve the following payments;
07.11.17   Cutting Edge						£125.00
07.11.17   S Plumb (expenses)						£  68.75 24.11.17   Clerk salary							£429.22
It was proposed by Cllr Templeton and seconded by Cllr Hartas and therefore RESOVED: that the payments be approved.  All agreed.

17 To approve the accounts for October 2017 and to record the bank balances – approved.

18 Any other business -
Cllr Templeton advised that Lucy Buis (NFDC) had been in touch.  To date 96 Housing Needs surveys have been returned completed with 19 having completed part 2, being those stating a need for an affordable home in Hale.  The closing date is 14 November.  



19 To note the date of the next meeting is Tuesday 12 December 2017 at 7.30pm at Hale Village Hall

There being no further business to discuss the Meeting closed at 9.15pm

   Signed:                                              		                  Date:   12 December 2017
   Chairman


  Clerk:  Sue Plumb, 5 Blue Valley Mews, Fordingbridge, Hants, SP6 1FB
  07717 851694   01425 654252   hpcclerk@gmail.com	

